





Robert H. Pierson

I uring the first decade of this century, the Seventh-
day Adventist Church experienced the Kellogg
apostasy. It was described by Ellen White as “the

alpha of deadly heresies.” (1SM 200) Assessing not only
the damage wrought by this subtle insurrection, but also
an even more devastating one yet to come, the servant of
the Lord wrote: “Be not deceived; many will depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils. We have now before us the alpha of this danger. The
omega will be of a most startling nature.” 1SM 197.

In the August issue of The Ministry, we restated some of
theidentifying marks of the alpha with its “deadly heresies.”
It perhaps was somewhat of a prototype of what we may
expect will threaten the unity of the church again in the
not too distant future. It would be well for every Seventh-
day Adventist leader to prayerfully study the subtle plans
of the apostate “angel of light” as he seeks to thwart the
triumph of the Advent Movement. Get out your Bibles and
the Spirit of Prophecy (especially 1SM 193-200). On your
knees consider these startling facts faithfully chronicled
by the Lord’s servant. By following the warnings of the
Spirit of Prophecy, the church was saved some seven
decades ago. Following the same inspired counsel may well
save the church again before the work is finished.

Note well what Ellen White warns could mark the work
of the Omega:

“The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has
given to the remnant church, would be discarded.”
1SM 204.

“The truth will be criticized, scorned, and derided.”
Ibid., 201.

It will “make of no effect the truth of heavenly origin.”

Ibid., 204.

4“Our religion would be changed.” Ibid., 204.
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“The Sabbath, of course, would be lightly regarded, as
also the God who created it.” Ibid., 205.

“The fundamental principles that have sustained the
work for the last fifty years would be accounted as
error.” Ibid., 204.

7 There would be a “supposition that a great reformation
was to take place among Seventh-day Adventists,
ould @nsist M givihg up the
pillarf oulaith."@Wbid., 204.
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The new philosophy would “rob the people of God
of their past experience, giving them instead a false
science.” Ibid., 204.

1 It would seek to weaken the preaching of the

Second Advent (and the final events just before
it) by teaching “that the scenes just before us are not of
sufficient importance to be given special attention.” Ibid.,
204.

1 1 “Books of a new order would be written.” Ibid., 204.

1 “A new organization would be established.” Ibid.,
204.

1 “Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of
the new movement.” Ibid., 205.

Now go back over those thirteen points. Study them
carefully and prayerfully. You may have to meet them
sooner than you expect. The seeds of such apostasy are in
the churches of Christendom all around us. Before Jesus
returns, the Seventh-day Adventist Church may well be
confronted with a crisis that will exceed in magnitude
the Kellogg Alpha Apostasy. It “will be of a most startling
nature.” 1SM 197.

Knowing what is ahead for the people of God should
keep us, as leaders, on our knees and alert for every subtle
move of the evil one. This is God’s church and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it, but God’s leaders must be
eternally vigilant.

Elder Robert H. Pierson was president of
the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists (1966-1979) when he wrote
this article, which first appeared in The
Ministry magazine in October 1977.
Previously, he served as division president
in the Southern Asian Division for several
years, then became president of the
Kentucky-Tennessee Conference, and in
1958 he went to Africa as the Trans-Africa Division president.
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Jean Handwerk

ince genetically modified/engineered foods (GM,

GE, GMOs) are pervasive in our food supply, it is

wisdom to ask: What are they? Are they essentially

the same as non-GM foods? And since humanity
faces a global economic and food-supply crisis, do geneti-
cally modified crops live up to claims of safety, productiv-
ity, and profitability?

Natural, or traditional, breeding processes allow modi-
fications within same species. A horse, for example, bred
with a donkey, makes a mule. In genetic modification,
though, a gene with desired characteristics from a differ-
ent species (i.e., a transgene) is physically inserted into
the genetic sequence of plant or animal DNA. Perhaps the
best-known example is that of specific genetic material
from a soil bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) inserted
into corn or cotton, resulting in Bt corn or Bt cotton, each
of which manufactures its own pesticide.

Unfortunately, after GM insertion, up to 5% of other
genes in the same DNA genetic sequence mutate in ways
that can’t be predicted, prevented or controlled. In appear-
ance and flavor, GM crops/foods may resemble non-GM
equivalents, but scientists and watchdog organizations
worldwide report GM’s harmful effects on human and ani-
mal health and reproduction. They fear side effects such as
new toxins, new diseases, and health-compromising diges-
tive problems.

True Source of This Problem

“Christ never planted the seeds of death in the system.
Satan planted these seeds when he tempted Adam to eat
of the tree of knowledge which meant disobedience to
God. Not one noxious plant was placed in the Lord’s great
garden, but after Adam and Eve sinned, poisonous herbs
sprang up. In the parable of the sower the question was
asked the master, ‘Didst not thou sow good seed in thy
field? From whence then hath it tares?” The master an-
swered, ‘An enemy hath done this’ (Matthew 13:27, 28). All
tares are sown by the evil one. Every noxious herb is of his
sowing, and by his ingenious methods of amalgamation he
has corrupted the earth with tares.” 2SM 288.2

The Evidence

Animal feeding studies reveal higher death rates, organ
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damage, reproductive failures, sterility, damaged immune
systems, abnormal cell growth in digestive tracts, lower
infant birth weight and higher infant mortality. Farmers
report thousands of sick, sterile, and dead livestock.

Toxic and allergic properties of GM foods have been
widely documented. In one experiment, rats refused to eat
a GM tomato; some of the forcefed rats developed stomach
lesions or died within 2 weeks. The tomato was approved
for market. Bt toxin survived digestion in mice and caused
damage to the small intestines. GM-impaired digestion
may increase allergies or digestive maladies. GM peas pro-
ducing life-threatening inflammatory responses weren’t
marketed only because a non-mandatory mice study hap-
pened to be used for the first time. Soy allergies in the UK
increased 50% soon after GM soy was introduced. Rats,
similar to humans in reactivity, developed problems simi-
lar to humans’ multiple chemical sensitivity.

In one excellent UK study done by highly respected
gene researcher Dr. Arpad Pusztai, rats fed GM potatoes
had marked changes in their development. The most
alarming was offspring with smaller livers and heart sizes,
weaker immune systems and, worst of all, smaller brain
sizes. Pusztai reported some of these findings in an ap-
proved public TV interview (omitting the findings about
smaller brains, for fear of panicking the public), and said,

“I find it very, very unfair to use our fellow citizens as guin-

ea pigs....” Despite initial commendation, he was shortly
fired from his job at the government-supported lab, his
research confiscated and discredited, his team dispersed,
and a gag order imposed on him. Protests from the inter-
national scientific community were unavailing.*

One scientist serving on an international Independent
Science Panel on GM plants in 2003, stated, “ . . The [GM]
process is not at all precise. It is uncontrollable and unreli-
able, and typically ends up damaging and scrambling the
host genome, with entirely unpredictable consequences.”
At least two studies with rats fed GM potatoes revealed
an unusual increase in cell growth in the small and large
intestines. Several scientists have said the situation may
lead to cancer.?

Additionally, in one small human study, researchers
found GM soy transgenes released during digestion had
transferred from the food into gut bacteria and continued
to function, with unknown consequences. One of many
concerns is that because many GM crops are engineered to
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be antibiotic resistant (as an identifying tag), it is feared
the antibiotic resistance will be transferred to the human
or animal. In fact, antibiotic-resistant infections are re-
portedly on the rise in children.*

Consider, too, the supplement L-tryptophan
imported back in the 1980s. Of six brands,
one was GM. About 100 Americans
died and thousands were sickened
or disabled after ingesting it. If
symptoms hadn’t been new,
unique, and acute—arising so
quickly that medical help was
sought—the connection to
GM L-tryptophan might never
have been made. However, if
symptoms develop more slowly or
with common symptoms, how can
the cause be reliably determined? Are GM
foods behind the increase of food-related illness-
es and allergies, asthma, migraines, ADD, and diabetes?
See www.seedsofdeception.com.

What if human symptoms are related to something the
animal ate—like GM corn? No safety studies have been
done on the effects of consuming GM-fed animal products,
yet studies indicate some GM DNA appears in meat, eggs,
and dairy.

Farming Issues

So far, GM safety claims have proven false. Economic
and environmental issues have also emerged. Promises of
increased crop yields to alleviate world hunger and pov-
erty haven't materialized. Wind spreads GM pollen onto
non-GM fields, making them also GM. GM-free honey
cannot be guaranteed, as bees gather nectar from GM and
non-GM flowers.

After Bt cotton picking, Indian shepherds grazed their
flocks on the plants. Within a week, one-fourth of the
sheep died. Filipino villagers near Bt corn fields developed
serious health problems during pollination. Some animals
died after eating the corn.

Weeds growing amid GM herbicide-resistant crops
become herbicide-tolerant, so farmers must spray more
or use more toxic herbicides. This increases farmers’ ex-
penses, because not only are GM farmers forbidden to save
seeds to use the next year, but must purchase more seeds
each year, these plants are designed to be herbicide-resis-
tant to only one particular herbicide, which farmers must,
of course, purchase. Not only that, GM soy has higher her-
bicide residues, which may trigger allergies. Effects are
compounded, permanent, and global.

Farmers have other concerns, too. Despite FDA claims
of “substantial equivalence,” nutritional equivalency
studies are lacking. Back in 1992, one FDA official warned,
“...[GM] field corn supplies 50 to 75% of the diet of most
domestic animals, so small changes in nutrient levels
from genetic engineering can have large effects on animal
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health.” The same applies to humans; because the health

consequences of eating GM-fed animals and fish are not
known.

Fears for the Future

Presently, clinical trials for GM-

based vaccines and drugs are un-

derway, and for a food-based

spermicide (corn with human

transgenes) for possible use

against overpopulation. A

Greenpeace spokesperson was

concerned that the spermicide

gene would get into non-GM

corn and ‘end up in someone’s

corn flakes.” The GM company claims

almost no chance for accidental cross-pol-

lination. However, there’s simply no way to pre-

vent genetic material from being spread by wind, pollen,
insects, seed matter, animal feces and/or birds. Contami-
nation by GM crops has already occurred rather extensive-
ly, which jeopardizes the integrity of our entire biosystem.

Independent observers report that years of GMO re-
sults indicate no overall increased yields but, instead, in-
creased pesticide use, harmful effects on wildlife from
honeybees to aquatic creatures to mammals; herbicide-re-
sistant superweeds and pesticide-resistant bugs, a suicide
epidemicin India as GM cotton farmers face financial ruin,
and animals and humans falling ill or dying after GM ex-
posure. Genetic modification may well be the greatest
health and environmental threat ever on our planet.

The official FDA policy is that GM foods have “substan-
tial equivalence” to non-GM foods. Therefore, no safety
testing or labeling for consumers is required. What follows,
then, are some guidelines to protect health.

What to Do?

First, read labels. Conventionally-grown fruits and
vegetables have a 4-digit code on their stickers. Organical-
ly-grown produce has 5 digits starting with 9. GM produce
also has 5, beginning with 8.

Secondly, memorize the risky ingredients and read the
lists of ingredients. Most U.S. corn (including oil, syrup,
flour), canola (canola oil), cotton (cottonseed oil), soy, and
sugar beets (as opposed to sugar cane) are GM (3 c’s, 2
s’s). Hawaiian papaya usually is. There’s no way to know
the source of sugar in a bag of sugar off the grocery shelf.
Fast or snack foods are usually fried in canola or cotton-
seed oil—sometimes corn oil. High fructose corn syrup is
found in thousands of canned, boxed, frozen and baked
products, as are corn and sugar. Soy appears as dried or
fresh beans, tofu, soy flour, soy protein concentrates, soy
oil, and soy milk; it often is the source of lecithin. The
oil in gel capsules may be soy, canola, or corn. Regarding
kids’ meals, watch the free DVD “Hidden Dangers in Kids’
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Meals” at www.seedsofdeception.com.

Third, buying organic is an option. If packaging labels
read “100% organic,” “organic,” or “made with organic
____, then by law no GM products can be in the product.
However, if “organic” is only in the list of ingredients and
nowhere else on the packaging, then only that particular
ingredient is organic and the rest may be GMOs.

Some companies put “non-GMO” or “Made without
GMOs” on their products. Some limit the “non-GM” sta-
tus to one common GM ingredient. Consumers should be
relatively safe if the other four main GM crops aren’t listed.

Field corn is used for grain products like chips, tortillas,
polenta, corn meal and oil. Unless otherwise labeled, it is
likely to be genetically modified, although blue and white
corn varieties are usually non-GM. GM sweet corn is gain-
ing popularity; the most common varieties are the Attri-
bute varieties.

If organicis not financially feasible, conventional fruits
and veggies must do. Pesticide load can be reduced almost
90% simply by buying organic the twelve heaviest-sprayed.
Google the Environmental Working Group’s “dirty dozen”
to learn what they are. Consider growing your own veg-
etables and small fruits.

Meat and Dairy Affected

Meats, dairy products, farmed fish and eggs are usually
from GM-fed animals. One can buy organic wild-caught,
or 100% grass-fed. Economize with smaller portions—or
learn to do without, as vegetarians and vegans do. The dan-
gers of drinking milk from cows injected with GM bovine
growth hormone (up to 25% of American herds are) can
be learned at www.yourmilkondrugs.com. Plant sources
of calcium are actually assimilated better than cow’s milk,
anyway. Furthermore, casein, a protein found in cow’s
milk, has been indisputably been linked to tumor growth.>

Many food additives, enzymes, flavorings and process-
ing agents are produced by GM bacteria, yeast, or fungi.
Again, buy organic or stick to unprocessed foods. The
sweetener aspartame (Nutrasweet, Equal), found in many
thousands of products, is also GM. Anything “sugar-free”
should be suspect; read the labels.

Ideal Diet

You will likely find your favorite foods will not with-
stand GM scrutiny. The biotech industry has necessi-
tated some significant lifestyle changes for health-con-
scious individuals, but much can be said for a simpler
diet, anyway. The more unprocessed or minimally-pro-
cessed and fresh foods we eat, the more likely we will
see significant improvement in our health, concentra-
tion, sleep and energy. Better diets improve children’s
behavior, sleep, and learning. Additionally, by following
a simpler, whole-foods diet, not only will we reduce our
excitotoxin exposure (addictive and weight-gaining—
another important topic), but our food expenses may ac-
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tually decrease. A diet based on fruits, vegetables, grains,
legumes and nuts/seeds is truly the healthiest for all ages.

Protect Your Family

Success of the GM food industry is tied to consumer
ignorance. Just a small percentage of people switching to
non-GMO brands and/or writing to food companies de-
manding they discontinue usage of GM ingredients will
force food companies to replace GM ingredients with non-
GM ingredients. In Europe in 1999, that “tipping point”
was reached within ten weeks after Dr. Pusztai’s research
was publicly revealed. Over 750 articles written on genetic
modification pushed the issue front-and-center. Within a
single week, almost all major food companies committed
publicly to remove GMOs from their product lines.

A GM moratorium was then imposed in Europe, but
the U.S., Canada and Argentina charged lack of scientific
basis for the unfair trade barriers hurting their farmers.
The World Trade Organization ruled the EU must open its
markets to GM foods. Thankfully, labeling is still required
there. EU countries still may ban GM crops, but the rul-
ing EU Commission strongly supports biotechnology. Asia
and Africa are biotech’s newest markets; expect expand-
ing uses for GM technology worldwide, too. The FDA now
plans to release unlabeled genetically engineered animals
into America’s food supply.

“ ..If there was one sin above another which called for
the destruction of the race by the flood, it was the base
crime of amalgamation of man and beast which defaced
the image of God, and caused confusion everywhere.”
Spirit of Prophecy, vol.1, 69.

What saith God’s Word? “And the nations were angry,
and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they
should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward
unto thy servants . . . and shouldest destroy them which
destroy the earth.” Rev 11:18.

Our safest course is to read labels, eat simply, grow our
own food, heed inspired health counsel, and especially--
insist on GMO labeling!

t William Engdahl, Seeds of Destruction: The Hidden Agenda of Genetic
Manipulation, 22-23. Pusztai’s findings were published in the British
scientificjournal The Lancet (Stanley Ewen and Arad Pusztai, “Effects
of Diets Containing Genetically Modified Potatoes Expressing
Galanthus Nivalis Lectin on Rat Small Intestine,” October 16, 1999).

2 Engdahl, 30.

Jeffrey Smith, Seeds of Deception: Exposing Industry and Government

Lies about the Safety of the Genetically Modified Foods You're Eating,

37. See www.seedsofdeception.com. Smith is director of the web-

accessible Institute for Responsible Technology.

Archives of Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery, January 2009.

> T. Colin Campbell, The China Study.

Jean Handwerk, formerly a teacher, writes and
edits from Delaware. She lectures locally on
natural health topics and is turning her lawn
into an organic garden and orchard.




SECOND ADVENT Herald
Post Office Box 173
Kettle Falls, WA 99141-0173

Change Service Requested

Theocracy by Ron Spear

Never have Seventh-day Adventists and other Christians
placed their faith in church leaders and pastors more
than they do today. This is Satan’s ploy to derail the
presentation of God’s last message. Conversely, it’s always
been God’s plan to reintroduce His perfect theocratic
government through His true followers as they follow
God and His Word alone. This book compellingly argues
it is now time, even overdue, to serve and obey Him alone
as our Leader. Then the latter rain can fall. $6 00

(includes shipping)

Order from: Ron Spear, 3641 Hill Loop Road, Kettle Falls, WA 99141
Visit Ron’s Website: www.RonSpear.org
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Great Controversy 4-Volume Sharing Book Set

“The Great Controversy should be very widely circulated ... [It] bears
a powerful testimony in behalf of the truth .... [The] last message of
warning to the world is given more distinctly than in any of my other
books.” —E. G. White

Let’s face it, in today’s fast-paced culture, often the sheer length of the
masterpiece The Great Controversy has discouraged many souls from
experiencingitslife-changing truths ... until now! Remnant Publications
has taken the greatest work of world prophecy ever written and made
it more accessible than ever by splitting this powerful voice of truth
into four shorter, less-intimidating books with covers that speak to the
hearts of earnest truth seekers.

Available from: Remnant Publications - (800) 423-1319, or
www.RemnantPublications.com
Order by the Case for Great Savings!

Pricing As Low As $0.89 a Book

A Fork in the Road
by Herbert Edgar Douglass

As an eyewitness of the drama surrounding the
publication Questions on Doctrine (QOD) in 1957, Dr.
Douglass shares his personal experience and insights
into the history of QOD. Because so much uncertainty
enshrouded the outcome of these events, his noteworthy
remarks stem from the fact that he was in the midst of

the debate. $12 .95

Available from: Remnant Publications - (800) 423-1319, or
www.RemnantPublications.com

Our Greatest Need

“Our greatest need” is the need of the “Holy Spirit.”
Without the “Holy Spirit” we will never obtain
the perfection that Christ offers to us through
“righteousness by faith.” This book will inspire you. It
will challenge you. It will change you if you let it. It will
prepare you to receive the “latter rain.” This is a must-

read book. $1500

(includes shipping)
Order from: Mike Nicholson, 43385 Music Camp Rd, Sandy, OR 97055

Decision Time
by Moses Mason

“We are living amid the perils of the last days. Soon
everything that can be shaken will be shaken. ... The
enemy with all his satanic craft is working diligently to
secure souls. He has influenced the minds of many who
know the truth, so that they have walked contrary to
the light God has given them. And even when God has
sent them warnings, they have closed their ears and walked on in ways
of their own devising. Those who are in a state of uncertainty regarding
the messages of warning that God is sending will soon take their stand
either for or against the truth.” (Manuscript Releases, vol. 9, 205)

Bt
- GETRENDY . GRITRENDY. GFTARAY

Brothers and sisters it is “Decision Time,” and time is very short. Watch
this eye-opening presentation. (7-disc DVD) $74 00

(includes Shipping)

Order from: Apocalypse Ministries, 800 Snuff Branch Rd, Pulaski, TN
38478, or www.ApocalypseMinistries.org



